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ARTICLE

Improving Nurses’ Knowledge About Older Adults
With Cancer
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Conclusions: Knowledge about caring for older adults is needed for oncology nurses, and
a geriatric education program for oncology nurses can result in improved knowledge in
a variety of domains. Surveying staff highlighted the positive attitude of nurses toward
caring for older adults at the study institution. The use of this survey identified key issues
facing older adults and ways to improve care.

Implications for Nursing: Additional knowledge about caring for older adults for oncol-
ogy nurses and assistive staff is needed to prepare for the increasing population of older
adults with cancer. Continuous learning is key to professional development, and more
research is needed on how to best continue to integrate knowledge of geriatric concepts
into oncology care.

ife expectancy in the United States is increasing, and the number
of baby boomers aged 65 years and older is expected to almost
double, to 70 million or 20% of the U.S. population, by the year 2030
(Health and Medicine Division of the National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine [HMD], 2008). The risk of developing
cancer increases with age (Jemal et al., 2008), and data from the Surveil-
lance, Epidemiology, and End Results database demonstrate that 57% of
patients with cancer are aged 65 years and older (National Cancer Institute,
n.d.). Because of the aging U.S. population and the association of cancer
with aging, this number is estimated to grow to almost 70% by 2030 (Smith,
Smith, Hurria, Hortobagyi, & Buchholz, 2009). In contrast, a relatively modest
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